the federal government, GNWT and Nunavut Con- 
stitutional Forum is working to make sure that 
nothing is left out. The people of Nunavut are 
assured the same services they have now. Then 
the Nunavut government will add new services 
which the people of Nunavut want when the 
Nunavut Legislative Assembly is elected. 


Will Nunavut make the Inuit 
language secure? 


Inuit should be able to speak their own language 
and have a government which works in that 
language. Inuit should also be sure that their 
children and Inuit forever will be able to keep their 
language and culture. The Nunavut government 
will establish the Inuit language as an official 
language to be used in government and in all 
aspects of the life of Nunavut. At the same time, 
English and French will also be used as they are 
today. The schools of Nunavut must teach the Inuit 
language. 


Protecting and strengthening the Inuit language is 
one of the most important jobs a Nunavut govern- 
ment can do. 


What will local and regional 
governments be like in 
Nunavut? 


A Nunavut government will inherit the structures of 
local and regional government now in place in the 
NWT. The Nunavut Constitutional Forum has com- 
mitted itself to working with COPE to set up a 
Western Arctic Regional Municipality (WARM) 
when Nunavut is created. We hoped that other 
local and regional governments would not be 
changed until people had become used to the 
Nunavut government and then could decide how 
best to improve government at other levels. There 
are dangers in having too many changes in the dif- 
ferent levels of government all at once. However, 
the federal government wants to have some idea 
how regional and local governments might work in 
Nunavut. We are hoping that during the community 
hearings we will get some ideas from the people 
about this subject. We are also preparing some 
material on this subject for discussion in the 
months ahead. 


Where will the Nunavut 
government get the money 
necessary to do its work? 


All governments in Canada — federal, provincial 
and territorial governments — share money from 
taxes so that even the small governments and 
poorer regions have good government services. A 
Nunavut government will have the share of money 
which is now spent by the GNWT in our com- 
munities, and will receive other money from the 
federal government to maintain our public ser- 
vices. In the south many people say that Nunavut 
is so rich because of its resources like oil, gas and 
minerals that the people of Nunavut cannot have 
all that money for themselves. Because we have 
so much wealth in our resources, Nunavut will 
work to make sure that as much money as possi- 
ble is available to us for building schools, hospitals 
and houses, and for doing the other things which 
the people of Nunavut want. Part of the work 
which the Nunavut Constitutional Forum is doing is 
to make sure that good financial arrangements are 
made before a Nunavut government begins its 
work. 


Does Nunavut have enough 
people to have its own 


government? 


Nunavut today has the same population as the 
Yukon has had for many years. The Yukon was 
created as a territorial government in 1898. When 
Manitoba became a province in 1870, it had fewer 
people than Nunavut has today; however, Nunavut 
has far better facilities linking it to the rest of 
Canada and its people have all the advantages to 
qualify them for full citizenship in Canada. 


When will our Nunavut 
government be ready to 
begin work? 


The federal government has said in public 
statements by the Minister of Indian and Northern 
Affairs on November 26, 1982, and again on May 
11, 1983, that Nunavut can be created. However, 
the Minister has also said that certain questions 
such as where the Nunavut boundary in the 
western arctic will be and the continued support of 
northern peoples for creation of Nunavut must be 
confirmed. The Nunavut Constitutional Forum is 
working to create Nunavut within the next four 
years. It takes time to make sure that we do 
everything necessary so the people of the arctic 
continue to receive all the public services they are 
used to and so the new government will have all 
the preparations made to begin work. However, 











only the federal government has the power to say 
when the Nunavut government starts work. The 
Nunavut Constitutional Forum is working with the 
Ottawa government to create Nunavut as quickly 
as possible. 


Before we work out our final arrangements, 
however, we will have a Nunavut constitutional 
conference where your representatives from every 
community will discuss these ideas more and 
agree on the details of a Nunavut constitution. 
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What is the Nunavut 
Constitutional Forum? 


The Nunavut Constitutional Forum is made up of 
six elected leaders from Nunavut; two from Inuit 
Tapirisat of Canada (including the Tungavik 
Federation of Nunavut); COPE; and the NWT 
Legislative Assembly. They are Dennis Patterson, 
John Amagoalik, Peter Green, Kane Tologanak, 
Bob Kadlun and Agnes Semmier. It was created in 
1982 after the people of Nunavut voted in the 
plebiscite to divide the NWT and create a Nunavut 
government. The Forum has been funded by the 
GNWT and the federal government to do its work, 
as well as by the Inuit organizations. The Forum 
has a small administrative, research and communi- 
ty liaison staff, and has made contracts with peo- 
ple in the north and south to prepare specific work 
when needed. The main office of the Forum is in 
Yellowknife and work is also coordinated through 
offices in Cambridge Bay and Ottawa, and through 
the offices of COPE and Inuit Tapirisat in Inuvik 
and Frobisher Bay. The Forum holds regular 
meetings which are open to the media and public, 
and publishes booklets and research materials. 
The Forum has been recognized by the federal 
government and by the GNWT as the organization 
responsible for creating the Nunavut government. 
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Why do we wish to create a 


Nunavut government? 


The arctic lands and seacoasts of the Northwest 
Territories where Inuit live form a unique region 
with a distinctive culture, climate and way of life. 
In order for the people of this region — Nunavut 
— to have a government which reflects their 
needs and addresses their problems, it is desirable 
to have a government closer to the people than is 
possible for the government in Yellowknife. 
Canada is built on territorial and provincial govern- 
ments which reflect the different regions and 
cultures in a huge country. It is obvious that an 
area the size of the Northwest Territories should 
be divided into units which can perform that func- 
tion. This has been done everywhere else in 
Canada when the present provinces and the Yukon 
territory were created. Creating Nunavut as a 
government is simply a means of bringing the peo- 
ple of the arctic into the normal political life and 
citizenship of Canada. Nunavut is a way for the 
people of the arctic to join Canada. 


The people in the arctic or Nunavut areas of the 
NWT have suffered from many problems. They 
have had too few jobs in the government even 
though government makes so many decisions 
every day concerning the life of the Nunavut com- 
munities. Community problems and frustration 
have been caused by the lack of attention of 
government and the lack of power of the people of 
Nunavut in making decisions for themselves. The 
government in Yellowknife works hard but is far 
away from the people of Nunavut, and it spends 
most of its time on problems in the Mackenzie 
Valley area of the western NWT. If the people of 
Nunavut are going to run their own lives and solve 
the problems in their communities, they need a 
government in Nunavut, for the people of Nunavut, 
and which understands the Inuktitut language of 
Nunavut. Until the Nunavut government is created, 
the people of Nunavut are a minority without the 
power to influence important decisions made by 
faraway people who do not understand the pro- 
blems of Nunavut or of Inuit. 


What is the purpose of these 
community meetings? 


The Nunavut Constitutional Forum has worked 
over the last year to prepare ideas for a Nunavut 
government. Now we want to tell the people of 
Nunavut what we are thinking and get your ideas. 
We want you to understand why we have the ideas 
we do, and we want to hear what you think about 
them. We want to know if there are things we have 
forgotten, and we want to know if there are things 
you would like added or changed. There is time yet 
for you to think sorne more about the ideas we are 
discussing. Later your community will be asked to 
choose special representatives to attend a 
Nunavut constitutional conference before we make 
our final proposals to Ottawa. Meanwhile, we 
would be glad to hear from anyone with particular 


concerns or ideas. 


Why do we have to discuss a 


constitution for Nunavut? 


Constitutions are not easy to understand, but they 
are important because they set out the rules by 
which governments do their work. In Canada the 
provincial, territorial and national constitutions set 
out the different powers and tasks which the dif- 
ferent levels of government have. The federal 
government has stated that Nunavut cannot be 
created until agreement has been reached on a list 
of powers which Nunavut will have, on other 
powers which it will share with the federal govern- 
ment, and on still others which the federal govern- 
ment will keep. The work of these community 
meetings and of the Nunavut Constitutional Forum 
is to work out this division of powers so that a 
Nunavut constitution can be written and we can go 
ahead and create our new Nunavut government. 


What kind of government 


will Nunavut have? 


The people of Nunavut will elect members to the 
Legislative Assembly of Nunavut, and those 
members will work like the NWT Legislative 
Assembly does now. However, in Nunavut, all the 
members of the Legislative Assembly will be con- 
cerned only with matters affecting Nunavut. Now 
the NWT Legislative Assembly spends much of its 
time and energy on matters which affect people 
who live outside of Nunavut in the Mackenzie 
Valley communities of the western NWT. Because 
the Nunavut government will be concerned only 
with Nunavut issues, the people of Nunavut will 
have a government which is much more able to 
solve their problems and serve their needs. The 
Legislative Assembly will choose some of its 
members to form an executive or cabinet so they 
can look after the work of the government depart- 
ments. For instance there will be a Nunavut 
Minister of Education who makes sure that the 
civil servants are doing what the people want. 


Because most of the people of Nunavut are Inuit, 
the Nunavut government will make sure that jobs 
in the Nunavut government are filled by people 
who are from Nunavut as much as possible. One 
of the most important things about a Nunavut 
government is that it will be a government in which 
Inuit hold jobs and make decisions, and in which 
as many of the staff as possible speak Inuktitut. In 
this way we can make sure that Nunavut will 
become a place in which Inuit culture is secure, 
where Inuit ideas and feelings are reflected in 
government decisions and where Inuit can find 
work in their own communities working with their 
own people. Nunavut will then be able to make 
sure that the future of the arctic is one in which In: 
uit are fully involved and we will not have to fear 
that outside people are making the decisions 
which are important to us without our knowledge. 


What powers will a Nunavut 
government have? 


The Nunavut government will be a territorial 
government. It will look after education, social ser- 
vices, housing, local and regional government, 
Inuit language and cultural development, the ad- 
ministration of justice and local economic develop- 
ment. All the things which the GNWT does now will 
be taken over by the Nunavut government. Also, 
the Nunavut Constitutional Forum is working to get 
the people of Nunavut a say in the oil, gas, mineral 
and other developments with their important en- 
vironmental impacts, the jobs and training they 
could provide for the people of Nunavut and the 
money they could provide for improving the life of 
Nunavut communities. 


Where will the Nunavut 
boundary be? 


Nobody argues about the Keewatin and Baffin 
regions being in Nunavut. But many people in the 
western arctic and in Ottawa argue about whether 
the western arctic coasts — the western Kitikmeot 
and COPE areas — should be part of Nunavut. We 
think that the people in the western communities 
should have the right to choose whether they want 
to be part of Nunavut or whether they wish to be 
part of a western Denendeh territory. The federal 
government will not agree to create Nunavut until 
there is agreement on the boundary, so we want to 
meet with the Western Constitutional Forum and 
others to find agreement on exactly where the 
boundary should be. Until that is settled, there will 
be no progress on creating our Nunavut 
government. 


How do land claims 
settlements relate to 
Nunavut? 


The Nunavut government will be created by a con- 
stitutional act which probably will be called the 
Nunavut Act. That Act will be passed by the 
federal parliament in Ottawa. When the Nunavut 
and COPE land claims are settled with the federal 
government, then there will be land claims settle- 
ment acts passed by the federal Parliament. The 
land claims settlement acts will have the added 
protection the national Constitution now gives land 
claims settlements anywhere in Canada. The land 
claims settlement acts provide special protection 
forever for Inuit. A Nunavut government in which 
Inuit are the majority of the elected members 
could do many of the things which land claims set- 
tlements hope to achieve, but land claims set- 
tlements will oblige the federal government, not 
just the Nunavut government to pay attention to 
Inuit interests, and will protect Inuit even if some- 
day there are more southern people in Nunavut 
than Inuit. 








How will wildlife, lands and 
resources be managed in 
Nunavut? 


The Nunavut and COPE land claims settlements 
will make certain rules for the Inuit use and 
management of wildlife and other resources. A 
Nunavut government will work closely with the 
Inuit land claims organizations to make sure that 
the people get the best possible benefits and pro- 
tection in relation to wildlife management and 
other resources. 


The Nunavut Constitutional Forum is working to 
get as many powers from Ottawa as possible over 
land and water management, management of the 
seacoasts and se<-ice, a management role in off- 
shore environmental management and benefits 
and decisions relating to developments such as 
mining, oil and gas. The larger the role for Nunavut 
through the Nunavut government and through Inuit 
claims settlements, the better the economic and 
job opportunities for the people. We know that the 
federal government will not give Nunavut all the 
power over these matters, so we are trying to 
make sure that we can work with Ottawa to make 
decisions, have a share in revenues and gain ex- 
perience in the complicated field of resources 
administration. 


Will Nunavut be a place 
where white people from the 
south can continue to live 


and work? 


Nunavut will protect the rights of all the people 
who live in Nunavut. Nunavut is being created to 
make sure that Inuit and other northerners have 
the chance to be full citizens of Canada, not to 
take away rights from any group. The people of 
Nunavut welcome the contribution of all people, 
from anywhere, to the life and work of our land. 
Anyone who is a resident of Nunavut will be able 
to work in and vote for the Nunavut government. 
Nunavut will have a Bill of Rights making clear the 
protections for all peoples of their rights, lifestyles 
and participation in government and public bodies. 


Will creation of Nunavut 
mean that people lose public 
services or benefits which 
they now have? 


No, a Nunavut government will share with the 
federal government all the responsibilities for ser- 
vices, payments to individuals and other duties 
which are now performed by the federal and 
Northwest Territories governments. What will 
change is that Nunavut will take over the work of 
the GNWT, and will also take over from the federal 
government certain other work. But everyone in 





